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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from British and Foreign Medical Review, 1842, Vol. 13: Or
Quarterly Journal of Practical Medicine and Surgery In the introduction, Dieffenbach yields to Stromeyer the
exclusive merit of the discovery of subcutaneous orthopaedy, naming him its inventor and founder, and
awards to Guerin well-merited censure for seeking to appropriate to himself the greatest share of the credit, if
not the entire discovery of the method. He justly disabuses his readers of the too prevalent idea that the simple
operation of division of a tendon can alone restore a distorted limb. It is an erroneous conception of the nature
of tenotomy to suppose it an operation which without further difficulty is capable of removing every distortion
and contraction, in the manner that an incarcerated hernia is relieved by division of the structured parts; more
especially to imagine that an advanced degree of club-foot can be cured by division of the tendo achillis alone.
The section of the contracted tendons does not remove the distortion of the limb, but prepares it for a well-
adjusted mechanical treatment. In many contractions, on the contrary, the section of the tendon is the chief
point, the mechanical after-treatment being but an incidental part of the cure, e.g. in wry-neck where the
vertebrae have not become displaced, or in simple pes equinus, [the author might also have added in simple
cases of angular knee contraction.] Orthopaedic operations are attended by the most brilliant success in cases
where the unnatural contraction of particular muscles overpowers other muscles, the energy of which was
previously normal. The result is less favorable when, in consequence of paralysis of certain muscles, their
natural antagonists have so completely obtained...
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