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English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Now Miss Matty Jenkyns was chary of candles. We had
many devices to use as few as possible. In the winter afternoons she would sit knitting for two or three hours-
she could do this in the dark, or by firelight-and when | asked if | might not ring for candles to finish stitching
my wristbands, she told me to keep blind man s holiday. They were usually brought in with tea; but we only
burnt one at a time. As we lived in constant preparation for a friend who might in any evening (but who never
did), it required some contrivance to keep our two candles of the same length, ready to be lighted, and to look
as if we burnt two always. The candles took it in turns; and, whatever we might be talking about or doing, Miss
Matty s eyes were habitually fixed upon the candle, ready to jump up and extinguish it and to light the other
before they had become too uneven in length to be restored to equality in the course of the evening. -from
Chapter V: Old Letters As interest in 19th-century English literature by women has been reinvigorated by a
resurgence in popularity of the works of Jane Austen, readers are rediscovering a writer whose fiction, once
widely beloved, fell by the wayside. British novelist ELIZABETH CLEGHORN GASKELL (1810-1865)-whose books
were sometimes initially credited to, simply, Mrs. Gaskell -is now recognized as having created some of the most
complex and progressive depictions of women in the literature of the age, and is today justly celebrated for her
precocious use of the regional dialect and slang of England s industrial...
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