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indexed. Not illustrated. 1879 Excerpt: . take it, is the right one which is illuminated by the ray divine. But we
must train our eyes to recognise its splendour; and the final answer to the Solitary is therefore embodied in a
series of narratives, showing by example how our spiritual vision may be purified or obscured. Our philosophy
must be finally based, not upon abstract speculation and metaphysical arguments, but on the diffused
consciousness of the healthy mind. As Butler sees the universe by the light of conscience, Wordsworth sees it
through the wider emotions of awe, reverence, and love, produced in a sound nature. The pantheistic
conception, in short, leads to an unsatisfactory optimism in the general view of nature, and to an equal
tolerance of all passions as equally natural. To escape from this difficulty we must establish some more
discriminative mode of interpreting nature. Man is the instrument played upon by all impulses, good or bad.
The music which results may be harmonious or discordant. When the instrument is in tune, the music will be
perfect; but when is it in tune, and how are we to know that it is in tune? That problem once solved, we can tell
which are the authentic utterances and which are the accidental discords. And by solving it, or by saying what
is the right constitution of human beings, we shall discover which is the true philosophy of the universe, and
what are the dictates of a sound moral sense. Wordsworth...
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