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The international symposium Conservation of Marine Birds of Northern North America was convened because
of a growing awareness that not all was well with our marine birds. The symposium provided a forum for
scientists, governmental administrators, conservationists, and laypeople to discuss the diverse topics and issues
that we must all understand if we are to act both responsively and responsibly to assure that marine birds will
not be lost through our neglect. The symposium was cosponsored by the Natural Resources Council of America,
National Audubon Society, National Wildlife Federation, and the U.S. Department of the Interior, Fish and
Wildlife Service; additional support was provided by the Canadian Wildlife Service, the International Association
of Game, Fish, and Conservation Commissioners, the Pacific Seabird Group, the Sierra Club, the Smithsonian
Institution, the Wildlife Management Institute, and the Wildlife Society. Persons interested and knowledgeable in
the many and varied aspects of marine bird conservation were invited to participate in this symposium. There
were 139 registered and several score of unregistered participants in attendance. Major topics treated were: (1)
socioeconomic considerations and conservation of marine birds; (2) the marine environment of birds; (3) status
of marine bird populations on land and sea; (4) the biology and ecology of marine birds in the North; (5)
conflicts between the conservation of marine birds and uses of other resources; (6) programs and authorities
related to the conservation of marine birds; and (7) conservation of marine birds in other lands. The objective
of the symposium was to identify problems and the...
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