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States. Excerpt: . . . 11 ment of one person-one vote. An author of five books, has more than a dozen articles on
voting discrimination, he received his bachelors from Columbia and his law degree from the University of
Virginia. Thank you for coming in today, Mr. McDonald, and the floor is yours. STATEMENT OF LAUGHLIN
MCDONALD, DIRECTOR, ACLU VOTING RIGHTS PROJECT, ATLANTA, GEORGIA C ONALD Mr. M D. Thank you very
much, Mr. Chairman, and mem-bers of the Committee. On behalf of the ACLU, I would like to express our strong
sup-port for the pending bill, which would extend Section 5 and remedy the Bossier II and Georgia v. AshcroI
decisions. I also want to point out that the Section 5 provisions have been challenged a number of times, and all
those challenges have been rejected. It was challenged in 1965 by six southern States in South Carolina v.
Katzenbach. The 1975 extension of Section 5 was chal-lenged by the city of Rome, Georgia, and was rejected by
the Su-preme Court. AIer the extension of Section 5 in 1982, Sumter County, South Carolina filed yet another
challenge to the constitu-tionality of the statute, and it said essentially that the 1982 exten-sion was
unconstitutional because the trigger coverage formula was outdated. The three-judge court, however, rejected
that challenge and held, Section 5 had a much larger purpose than to increase voter registration in a county
like Sumter to more than 50 per-cent. People have talked about the Boerne decision, but I would echo Ted
Shaws comments that every one of the so-called Boerne deci-sions expressly cites the Voting Rights...
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