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voters to support policies that favor the extremely rich yet threaten their own interests. Dog-whistle appeals
generate middle-class enthusiasm for political candidates who promise to crack down on crime, curb
undocumented immigration, and protect the heartland against Islamic infiltration, but ultimately vote to slash
taxes for the rich, give corporations regulatory control over industry and financial markets, and aggressively
curtail social services. White voters, convinced by powerful interests that minorities are their true enemies, fail
to see the connection between the political agendas they support and the surging wealth inequality that takes
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opposing health care reform. Rejecting any simple story of malevolent and obvious racism, Haney Lopez links
as never before the two central themes that dominate American politics today: the decline of the middle class
and the...
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