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download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not
illustrated. 1829. Excerpt: ... LETTER VIIl. Frigate Brandywine, at Sea, October 31, 1825. ) DEAR GEORGE, | Have
despatched the nobles of the ship; and will now deal, as briefly as possible, with the rest. The marines form a
class, distinct from all others; associating little with the rest, and from their character, as well as duties, never
high in favor with the tar. In port, a sergeants guard, consisting of thirteen, is always kept, during the day, in
uniform, on the quarter deck: the remainder take turns at guard in different parts of the ship; two at the
gangways; perhaps, one at the bow; one at the cabin door; one at the water cistern; one over the prisoners, and
one at the store rooms. At sea, the lower guards are the same: the rest pull and haul on the spar deck, and are,
there, subject to the same orders as the sailor. A ship like this is entitled to about sixty marines, and three
hundred and eighty sailors; and the proper selection and distribution of the latter, which belongs to the first
lieutenant, and is a matter of great importance, is always considered as an excellent trial of his tact. They are
formed into several grades. The first is called seamen, and comprises those capable of doing any ships duty
aloft, and on deck: they amount to about one hundred, and receive twelve dollars per month, with a ration. The
second class receives two dollars less, and includes...
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