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urban environements (Knudsen 2004, S. 73). Despite the progress in assimilation, smoldering sources of social
friction between Aboriginal people and the white community, like unemployment, poverty, alcoholism and bad
health care, remain. These subjects often occur in literature of indigenous authors, especially poetry, the most
popular genre of Aboriginal creative expression inEnglish (Shoemaker 1989, S. 179).Another important theme,
which is often worked up in indigenous poetry, is the urban Aboriginal s relation to their cultural heritage,
which will be the topic of this termpaper.This theme is of high topicality nowadays, considering the increasing
number of Aboriginals living in urban environments. It will be important to figure out to what extent the
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