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Purchasers can download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not
indexed. Not illustrated. 1903 Excerpt: .the only poem she is known to have written. The story goes that, as they
were driving home in the family coach one evening in 1756, they talked of Flodden, and Gilbert wagered a pair
of gloves or a set of ribbons against his sister s chances as a writer of a successful ballad on the subject. After
this there was silence, and by the time the journey was ended the rough draft of the song was ready. When
presently it was published anonymously, and with the most sacred silence on the part of the writer herself and
of her friends as to authorship, it won instant success. Readers were at first inclined to believe that Miss Elliott s
Flowers of the Forest was a genuine relic of the past suddenly and in some miraculous way restored in its
perfection. Nor is this to be wondered at, for no ballad in this language is more remarkable for its dramatic
propriety and its exhaustive delineation of its theme. Burns was one of the first to insist that this ballad was a
modern composition, and when Sir Walter Scott wrote his Border Minstrelsy he inserted it (in 1803) as by a lady
of family in Roxburghshire (T. Bayne in Dictionary of National Biography). At Flodden Field in Northumberland
James IV., King of Scotland, was defeated by the Earl of Surrey, Sept. 9, 1513. An unhewn pillar of granite marks
the spot where the King fell. The refrain-- The...
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