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edition. Excerpt: .Amongst the Greeks, homicide by
misadventure was expiated by voluntary banishment for a year.
In Saxony, a fine was paid to the kindred of the slain. Amongst
the Western Goths, in such cases, the punishment of death might
be averted by compensation. Felonious homicide is the killing of
a person with out either excuse or justification. It applies also
to.self-murder: in this case, the Greeks cut off the hand-by which
the deed was done. But when the offence consists in killing
another man, our law draws a distinction between
manslaughter and wilful murder. Manslaughter is defined to be
the killing of another upon an unlawful occasion, without malice
expressed or implied. This distinction was also recognised in the
Gothic constitutions. It is either voluntary or involuntary. It is
said to be voluntary where one kills another in a quarrel. It is
called involuntary where...
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