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Subject: Educational technology -- United States. Excerpt: . . . Chapter 1 Summary INTRODUCTION At Poteet
High School in Mesquite, Texas, ninth son County classrooms isolated cases, or are they grade students are
doing experiments with radio-realistic previews of how new information technol-active materials, handling
explosives, and pouring ogies will change all schools sodium metal into a lake, and their teachers think Todays
classrooms typically resemble their ances-its great ! With their entire physical science curricu-tors of 50 years
ago more closely than operating lum - 160 hours of instruction, one semester of rooms or business oAices
resemble their 1938 ver-chemistry and one of physics - on interactive video-sions. But new technologies are
making possible im-disc, they are learning about and doing science in aginative approaches to teaching
traditional subjects a simulated environment. The laser videodisc com-and are motivating teachers and
children to try new bines the drama of a television program with the ways of information gathering and
learning. capabilities of a computer: a touch of a computer screen brings to life a volcanic eruption or a solar
New learning tools have diverse objectives and ef-flare. fects. This diversity is due, in part, to the flexibility 4 of
interactive technologies. Computers hel teach p The fiIh grade class at Sacred Heart Model School children to
read, write, and do sums. Telecom-in Louisville, Kentucky, recently assembled a com-munications lets students
in remote areas, who puter database of their pets: 25 dogs, 15 cats, 13...
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