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The role of the sciences in a religious curriculum is accentuated. A definition of talmid hakham is probed, linked
to a decisiveness in halakhic inquiry. Similarly explored is the status of torato umanuto -- the issue of the avrekh
ha-kollel. The principle of be-khol derakhekha da'ehu is developed, encouraging a diversity of career options.
Tzelem Elohim is posited as the uniqueness of each man's individuality in pursuit of self-realization. In a
particularly provocative inquiry, Rabbi Dr. Gordon examines, with rich Talmudic reference, the possibility of a
respectful though critical halakhic view of autonomous value choices, the respectability of a subjective quest
for meaning. He explores the intriguing question of formalizing disaffection -- a forfeiture of Jewish identity --
raised in connection with the status of the Lost Ten Tribes. Noted is Hazal's reluctance toward exercising
tokhehah (rebuke) -- resisting a rush to judgment. Incisively addressed is the issue of feminism in the
contemporary milieu and its implications for a traditional halakhic/ideological perspective. A woman's
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