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illustrated. 1910 Excerpt: . . . p. irtly employed before, and he compressed into his work the flower and fruit of
his forty years experience of life. He has, indeed, no character quite up to the level of Parson Adams, but his
Westerns and Partridges, Ins Allworthys and Blifils, have the inestimable gift of life.
Hemakesnopretencetoproduce models of perfection, but pictures of ordinary humanity, rather perhaps: n the
rough than the polished, the natural than the arlifiual, and his desire is to do tins v. iih absolute truthfulness,
neither extenuating nor disguising defects and shortcomings. One of the results of this unvarnished naturalism
has been to attract more attention to certain of the episodes than their inventor ever intended. But that, in the
manners of his time, he had chapter and verse for everything he drew is clear. His sincere purpose was, he
declared, to recommend goodness and innocence and his obvious aversions are vanity and hypocrisy. The
methods of fiction have grown more sophisticated since his dy, and other forms of literary egotism have taken
the place of his once famous introductory essays, but the traces of Tom Jones are still discernible in most of our
manlier modern fiction. Meanwhile, its author was showing considerable activity in his magisterial duties. In
May 1749, he was chosen chairman of quarter sessions for Westminster; and in June he delivered iimself of a
weighty charge to the grand jury. Besides other pamphlets, he produced a careful and still readable Enquiry
into he Causes of...
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